H5068

9. What will be the security perimeter
around federal courthouses and will local
residents and businesses be forced to move or
close to ensure security? If so, for how long?

10. Will Metrorail stations in close prox-
imity to the U.S. Courthouse in Alexandria
be closed?

11. Will the Westin Hotel, approximately
200 feet from the courthouse, and the Patent
and Trademark Office, approximately 250
feet from the courthouse be evacuated?

12. Has the Justice Department considered
the impact such detainees will have on local
prisons, such as the city jail in Alexandria,
where federal defendants are often held dur-
ing trial?

13. Will prisoners in local jails have to be
moved to provide a secure location for hous-
ing these combatants, and, if so, who will
bear the costs associated with their transfer?

14. Will there be an extensive list of rules
and regulations given to local and state offi-
cials regarding the housing and trial of these
suspects? If so, will a copy of the regulations
be made available to state and local officials
as well as members of Congress?

15. Will state and local law enforcement of-
ficers be required to assist federal officials
and will the federal government compensate
those agencies for the use of those officers’
time?

16. What costs will be associated with the
trial and what portion, if any, will be borne
by state and local governments?

17. Has the Justice Department consulted
with the Defense Department regarding its
ability or willingness to house these detain-
ees?

18. Do a set of protocols for transferring
and housing these individuals exist, and, if
so, will you make it available to members of
Congress?

19. What discussions regarding these de-
tainees, if any, have administration officials
had with the commanders of the Naval Sta-
tion Brig in Norfolk, Virginia; the Marine
Corps Base at Quantico, Virginia, or any
other military instillation in the contiguous
United States, Alaska or Hawaii?

20. Has the administration or the Depart-
ment of Defense had any discussions with
Naval commanders regarding the possibility
of transferring detainees to U.S. Naval ves-
sels either in U.S. territorial or inter-
national waters?

21. Has the administration had any discus-
sions with the warden of the Administrative
Maximum prison facility in Florence, Colo-
rado, regarding the difficulties surrounding
the housing of Zacharias Moussaoui and how
other prisons might be affected by housing
similar detainees?

22. Has the administration had discussions
with any of the detainees’ country of origin
regarding their willingness to accept cus-
tody?

While I understand that the Eastern Dis-
trict of Virginia and the Southern District of
New York have successfully held the only
trials to date of terror suspects, I remain ex-
tremely concerned that adequate thought
has not been given to the extensive security,
financial and logistical costs associated with
the transfer of any of these individuals to ci-
vilian court districts. State and local offi-
cials, as well as the citizens of northern Vir-
ginia, will face many challenges and dangers
with these combatants housed in the Eastern
District of Virginia.

I look forward to receiving your responses
to these concerns. Best wishes.

Sincerely,
FRANK R. WOLF,
Member of Congress.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
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declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 36
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

——
[ 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. LARSEN of Washington)
at 2 p.m.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Eternal God and subsistence of all
life, though Your people walk in the
valley of darkness, they move and act
without fear, for You are with them.

You lead us to restful pastures and
revive our downcast spirits, and You
give us comfort.

Help us to be attentive to Your call
and follow in faith, for You are our
hope and our strength.

Anoint the leadership of this Nation
with the oil of gladness and bring us to
Your eternal banquet, where we will
dwell in Your house forever.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. FLEM-
ING) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. FLEMING led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 1, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
May 1, 2009, at 10:04 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S.615.

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 104.

Appointments:
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Commission to Study the Potential Cre-
ation of a National Museum of the American
Latino

With best wished, I am,

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

DARIUS GOES WEST

(Mr. BARROW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BARROW. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to a special group
of young men who are making a dif-
ference by drawing attention to
Duchenne muscular dystrophy. DMD,
which is usually detected in small chil-
dren, is a debilitating and ultimately
fatal affliction, usually taking its vic-
timsg’ lives in their early 20s.

Darius Weems was diagnosed with
DMD as a small child, and he will be 19
years old later this year. His brother,
Mario, died at that age from the same
disease.

Because of his condition, Darius
never left his hometown of Athens,
Georgia, for the first 15 years of his
life. But just before Darius’ brother,
Mario, died, Mario’s friend, Logan
Smalley, made a promise to Mario to
look after Darius when Mario died.
After Mario died, Logan did more than
that; he made Darius a star.

Four years ago, Logan Smalley and
10 other college friends decided to take
Darius on a road trip from Athens,
Georgia, to Los Angeles, California.
Along the way, they met people who
shared Darius’ illness, and they docu-
mented handicap accessibility through-
out the country. Logan directed a doc-
umentary film of that trip, ‘“‘Darius
Goes West,” starring Darius and the
rest of the crew.

Today that documentary is on track
to sell 1 million copies, with the lion’s
share of profits going to fight DMD.
I’'m pleased to report that there is a
copy of “Darius Goes West” in every
middle school and high school in the
United States.

DMD is not a contagious disease, but
the sense of hope and purpose that
Darius and his friends possess is infec-
tious, and I'm proud to commend
Darius and the rest of the ‘“‘Darius Goes
West’’ crew for their hard work, and for
giving literally millions of people a
reason to care.

———

LOUISIANA STUDENTS OF THE
YEAR

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate three out-
standing students from my district.

Randi Layne Adams of South Beau-
regard Elementary in Beauregard Par-
ish was named student of the year. She
is actively involved in 4-H and commu-
nity service projects, including efforts
targeted at recycling and gardening.
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Henri Lin, an eighth grader at Caddo
Middle Magnet, was named student of
the year. Henri is on the staff of his
school newspaper, serves on the stu-
dent council, is a member of the Build-
ers Club, takes advanced piano and
competed with the 2009 U.S. Junior
Olympics fencing team.

Nicholas Allen Taylor, a senior at
Byrd Math and Science Magnet High
School, was named student of the year
also. Nicholas is captain of Byrd’s Quiz
Bowl team, a member of the Mu Alpha
Theta math honor society, and a mem-
ber of the lacrosse team.

All three demonstrated outstanding
academic leadership and communica-
tion skills and have bright futures
ahead of them. Congratulations to all
of them on this outstanding accom-
plishment.

——————

SUPPORT MORTGAGE REFORM

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I stand in
support of H.R. 1728, the Mortgage Re-
form and Anti-Predatory Lending Act.

This bill will ensure that mortgage
lenders make loans that benefit con-
sumers and prohibit them from steer-
ing the borrowers into high cost loans,
and we know what an impact it has had
on our Nation and many individuals
who have lost their homes. In addition,
this bill encourages the market to
move back towards making fixed-rate,
fully documented loans.

This legislation also prevents preda-
tory and abusive lending practices,
holds creditors responsible for loans
they originated and protects tenants
who rent homes that go into fore-
closure.

I ask you to support this legislation
on behalf of those that are right now
on the verge of losing their homes and
protect those tenants.

————

CONGRATULATING ARKANSAS
TECH UNIVERSITY ON ITS CEN-
TENNIAL ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Arkansas Tech
University on 100 years of academic ex-
cellence.

Arkansas Tech University was origi-
nally established as a Second District
Agricultural College by the State legis-
lature and one of four State agricul-
tural schools in 1909. Arkansas Tech
University is now one of the fastest-
growing universities in the State of Ar-
kansas and has established a reputa-
tion as a school that truly serves the
Nation.

It is said that an education from Ar-
kansas Tech University is the best of
both worlds, big time technology and
an education in a friendly, small-town
setting.
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The school excels in exposing its stu-
dents to the technology of tomorrow
and better preparing students for fu-
ture endeavors. An excellent faculty
and staff provide an outstanding edu-
cation and educational opportunities.

I am proud to support this fine insti-
tution and look forward to the next 100
years of academic excellence.

RELEASING TERRORISTS FROM
GUANTANAMO BAY

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, the Mem-
bers of this institution ought to know
that this administration and the Jus-
tice Department may be very close to
releasing terrorists from Guantanamo
Bay, the Uyghurs, out into the public,
out around the country. And we are
calling on the Justice Department to
release any of the memos with regard
to who these people are on individual
cases. If they were members of a ter-
rorist group, I believe the American
people need to know.

This administration and Justice se-
lectively released memos but will not
tell the full story. So I urge all Mem-
bers, unless you want them, these
Uyghurs, terrorists from Guantanamo
Bay, to move to your neighborhood,
ask Attorney General Eric Holder, re-
lease all this classified information so
the American people can know what we
are about ready to face.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Persons
in the gallery are not to express ap-
proval or disapproval of speeches on
the floor.

———

ENFORCE IMMIGRATION LAWS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
when Arizona Governor Janet
Napolitano was nominated to be Home-
land Security Secretary, her record
showed that she often opposed enforc-
ing immigration laws. So it’s not en-
tirely a surprise that she recently told
CNN’s John King that illegally ‘‘cross-
ing the border is not a crime per se. It
is civil.”

That’s just plain wrong.

It is a violation of the criminal code
to enter our country illegally. The law
has been in effect for decades, and it
has been codified in its current form
since 1991.

The Obama administration appar-
ently doesn’t intend to enforce some of
our immigration laws. There are nu-
merous examples, such as delays in im-
plementing a requirement that Federal
contractors use E-Verify to ensure that
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illegal immigrants don’t get Federal
jobs.

It’s hard to believe that this adminis-
tration is not only weak when it comes
to enforcing immigration laws, but
also ignorant of immigration laws
themselves.

——
INSIDIOUS TAX

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, you
know, there is an insidious tax out
there, insidious because we tell the
American people that they are not
going to have to pay it, that we are
going to put it on the greedy corpora-
tions.

Well, how do you think a corporation
stays in business if it doesn’t pass that
on to the people, and they don’t real-
ize, they think somebody else is pay-
ing, and yet it comes right back to
their feet?

Some of us talked to CEOs of indus-
tries that moved from here to China.
Why did you move? I thought maybe
the number one answer would be be-
cause of labor being cheaper. They said
the best labor in the world is right here
in the United States, but corporate
taxes are less than half of what they
are here in the United States, 17 per-
cent there, 35 percent here.

Now we are told today by the admin-
istration they are going to hire hun-
dreds of new IRS agents. Well, as JOHN
FLEMING said this morning, now we
know what it means by green jobs.
They are going after your green.

——

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

————

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF CINCO DE MAYO

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 230) recognizing the his-
torical significance of the Mexican hol-
iday of Cinco de Mayo, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 230

Whereas May 5, or Cinco de Mayo in Span-
ish, is celebrated each year as a date of great
importance by the Mexican and Mexican-
American communities;

Whereas the Cinco de Mayo holiday com-
memorates May 5, 1862, the date on which
the Battle of Puebla was fought by Mexicans
who were struggling for their independence
and freedom;
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